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The government has delayed the election for a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk until
May 2027.

Suffolk County Council agreed to respond positively to the Government’s offer to
delay the elections due to be held this May. It is likely that the Government will
allow the elections to be delayed. This is a blow for democracy.

The ‘call for sites’ ended on 9™ January. The sites put forward will be assessed by
the planning policy team at Mid Suffolk. This information will be used to guide part
of the Joint Local plan site allocation.

A new 3G football pitch is set to be delivered in Stowmarket after funding from the
Premier League, The FA and Government’s Football Foundation was secured.
Mid Suffolk District Council has secured 51% of the project costs from the Football
Foundation, with the pitch due to open in spring 2026.

It will be built on the grounds of the high school and made available for community
use.

The pitch will use cork infill —as part of research by the Football Foundation that is
looking at the use of a variety of different pitch systems.

Construction work on a state-of-the-art skills and innovation centre at Gateway 14
in Stowmarket has reached a key milestone with the core construction now
complete and the centre due to open in June next year.

A new community darts venue has opened with £125k in matched funding. The
venture which will be an accessible community darts hub, offering everything from
darts equipment and accessories to coaching sessions and pay-and-play lanes.

This year sessions were held for over 1700 children and staff at primary schools in
Mid Suffolk to provide education about what happens to our waste.

Jen and Sarah are regularly available for residents to come to meet for a chat. Next

in sessions sessions are as follows.
e Thursday 12" Feb 10:00 — 12:00 at Green Wolf Café, Woolpit.
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